FROM   TSARDOM   TO   THE   STALIN   CONSTITUTION
pleasures and enjoy them soberly; they have many evils to bear
and bear them with astonishing courage and hope in the future."1
The trade unions, which were illegal under Tsardom, were
given a place in the State more important than that in any other
country in the world. At the end of 1924 the trade unions had
a membership of over six million organized in twenty-three
national industrial societies on the principle of "one factory, one
union." All the workers in, say, a textile factory, operatives,
engineers, stokers, office workers, etc., were all in the one union.
The organizations were in a very different position from that in
capitalist countries, because the workers, the men and women
who comprised the membership were the ruling class. In passing,
it may be observed that in 1924 the Central Organization was
divided into eight departments, with 215 officials, only fifty of
whom were members of the Communist Party.
"Representatives of the Unions," states the report of the British
T.U.C. Delegation (1924), "sit, not only on all the Councils that
control industry, but on all the Councils of the Soviet Government.
For example, on the Presidium of the Ail-Russian Central Executive
Committee, which is one of the chief organs of the Government,
there are five trade union representatives out of thirteen members."
The report continues: "There is one such representative on the
Council of People's Commissars, and on the Lesser Council of
People's Commissars, which deals with the drafting of legislation,
there is another. There is also one on the very important Council
of Labour and Defence, and another on the principal Committee
of the Foreign Trade Commissariat. On the State Planning Com-
mission (Gosplan) there are three and others in the Special Sections.
There is also a trade union representative on the Presidium of
the Supreme Economic Council, the Industrial Planning Com-
mission, the Building Planning Commission, the Electrification
Commission, the Fuel Commission, the Concessions Committee,
etc."
What was the aim? The report explains: "The object of this is
1 Daily News, September 15, 1924.